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I. THE MYSTERIES OF           GOSPEL.

The first, the most mysterious, and the most awful of those
things which eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, nor hath en-
tered info the heart of man to conceive, a subject utterly unciis-
coverablc and unfathomable by human reason? Is the distinction
of the persons of the GODHEAD, intimated in

TRINITY.

This word was first introduced by Theophilus, Bishop of
Antioch, about A.D. 170, Into Christian Theology, Ad Autoly-
cum, Lib. li. p. 94, et 100, as noticed by Dupin; and adopted
by the learned Origen, &c.; and does not occur In the NEW
TESTAMENT. It was borrowed from the Heathen philosophy,
the Grecian, especially the Platonic, which was borrowed from
the Orphic, and that from, the Egyptian, and ultimately, from
the Jewish, or Hebrew Theology. And the doctrine itself was
gradually corrupted in its progress from the pure spring oi
ORIGINAL REVELATION, by the heterogeneous admixture o1
fabulous mythology, and vain philosophy. An account of the
ancient Trinities may be seen In those copious repositories o1
ancient wisdom %&& foolishness, the learned works of Cudworth.
Gale, StilUngfleet) Brucker, and the Asiatic Researches, The)
shall be briefly noticed, please God, in the Appendix to the
fourth volume, on the Primitive Theology and its Corruptions
It Is only to the profound and sublime philosophy of SCRIP
TURE, derived from Revelation, that we owe any rational anc
consistent notions on this most abstruse and mysterious subject

The most ancient Book of Job recognizes THE DEITY undei
different conceptions, THE MOST HIGH, or ALMIGHTY GOD
THE REDEEMER or INTERCESSOR, the SPIRIT OF GOD, o
the HOLY ONE. And It speaks of the Privy Council of GOD *
xv. 8. See the foregoing Analysis of that Book.

* The Hebrew term, "Dp, {Sod,) is variously rendered in our English Bible, " st
ere*,*' Job xv. 8 j " assembly," Psalm Ixxxix. 7* and '* counsel," Jer, xxiii. 18 ; it ougl
to be uniformly rendeied " privy council)19 in all.

Of this 4< privy council of GOD," Job seems to speak in the beginning; in thi
" day, when the sons of GOD, or the lioty angels, came to present themselves before TH
LORD,*' Job i. 6, (see Vol. II. p. 60,) and the Prophet Mtedh, to Ahab, " I saw THE LOB